CARDIFF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Glamorgan Building of
Cardiff University

Wednesday 23" April 2025 at 6:00 pm

1. Present:
The President, Chairman and 31 members.
2. Minutes of the last AGM held on 6 March 2024
Approved.
3. Committee Reports:
a. Chairman:

Professor Malcolm Wheeler (MW) welcomed members and reported that the Society
had enjoyed a very successful year during 2024/25. The relocation to the Glamorgan
Building Lecture Theatre in Cardiff University had proved to be highly satisfactory.
Video recording of lectures has continued - with the permission of the speakers - and a
password-protected archive of lectures dating back to 2021 is now available to
members via the Society’s website (access details are available from the Hon.
Secretary).

MW expressed his appreciation for members’ enthusiastic support at the Society’s
meetings and exhorted them to help recruit new members. He also extended his thanks
to the sponsors of the 2024-25 programme, namely the Learned Society of Wales, the
Institute of Physics, and the Royal Society of Chemistry.

MW expressed his sincere thanks to Yi-Lin Wu (YLW), the Honorary Secretary, for
his outstanding dedication and professional expertise in successfully navigating a
range of organisational challenges throughout the year. He also extended his gratitude
to the other members of the Executive Committee for their significant contributions,
including David Clarke (DC, Treasurer), Tony Williams (TW, Membership
Secretary), David Webb (Sponsorship Officer), Geraint Williams (Minutes Secretary),
Carolina Avila-Jones (Schools Representative), Judith Foy (JF, Events Secretary), as
well as David Webster and Charles Twining. He also thanked Cedric Mumford for
auditing the Society’s accounts.

Dr Judith Foy has organised a Society visit to the National Botanic Gardens of Wales
on June 4" 2025; members wishing to participate should contact Dr Foy.

Finally, it was a particular pleasure to thank our President, Professor Robert Pickard
(RP), for his numerous contributions, valuable guidance and wise counsel throughout
his term. He will be succeeded next March by Professor John Pickett FRS who will
serve as President from 2026 to 2028, a period that will include the Society’s
Centenary in November 2026. A dedicated Sub-Committee is currently planning a
series of events to commemorate this significant milestone.

b. Secretary:

Dr Yi-Lin Wu expressed his pleasure in collaborating with the Society over the past
year and in concluding the highly successful 2024-25 programme with this evening’s



lecture from Prof Fiona Rayment. Throughout the year, the Society hosted
presentations from distinguished speakers based in Cardiff, across the UK, and as far
afield as Brazil. These covered a diverse range of topics that included drug
development in psychiatry, harnessing ocean energy, wastewater monitoring for
disease surveillance, black holes, and biodiversity. He also reiterated the Society’s
gratitude to its sponsors and hoped that further networks can be formed with other
professional bodies.

YLW reported that moving the meetings to the Glamorgan Building had faced a few
challenges, but the result was a more accessible location for attendees and a
significant financial saving for the Society. The Panopto recording system, which is
fully integrated with Cardiff University’s IT system, has been adopted and this
provides a more reliable and predictable recording experience for archiving lectures
and making them available to members.

Looking ahead, the 2025/26 lecture programme is well into its final stages of
preparation and will be published in the summer. Highlights will include a talk from
Professor Sir Colin Humphreys of Queen Mary University of London, a leading
expert in nanotechnology and graphene applications, and a lecture by Dr Chris North
of Cardiff University on gravitational waves.

Finally, YLW thanked all the members of the Committee for their support, Arvin
Patrick Baker from Cardiff University’s Information Technology team, and all the
members of the Cardiff Scientific Society community.

c. President:

RP began by paying tribute to the way that the Executive Committee has functioned
during the year, with each member making a significant contribution to the wellbeing
of the Society. MW has done a terrific job keeping everything together, while YLW
has excelled in his first year as Secretary, stepping into the role at short notice and
performing tremendously.

RP observed that as science advances in its pursuit of truth, its ability to predict the
future improves. Yet, he noted, it has rarely been more difficult to discern the truth in
public life than it is today, making the role of science more vital than ever. Policies
not grounded in truth are destined to fail. In this context, CSS plays a crucial role by
promoting evidence-based science to the wider public, empowering them to hold
policymakers to account.

In demitting office, RP wished the Society every success for the future, perhaps now
more essential than ever. He reflected on the value of special moments in people’s
lives, some of which members could experience from time to time through listening
to exceptional, insightful and inspirational talks from eminent invited speakers.

d. Membership Secretary:

Dr Tony Williams reported that the current membership was 201, comprising 145
paying members (13 fewer than last year) and 56 student members. He reiterated
MW?’s plea for recruiting new members.

e. Treasurer:

David Clarke (DC) began by thanking Tony Williams for managing subscription
collections and maintaining the Society’s membership database. He also expressed his
gratitude to Cedric Mumford for auditing the accounts for the year ending 28
February 2025, which DC went on to present to the meeting.



Financially, the Society has had a successful year, achieving a surplus of £1,083 and
increasing its reserves to £7,733. However, the number of paying members declined
further—from 158 to 145 adults—resulting in a corresponding drop in subscription
income. This concerning trend will need to be addressed. Other income saw only a
slight decrease.

Expenditure totalled £1,976, representing a 37% reduction compared to the previous
year, due in part to the relocation of meetings to the current lecture theatre in the
Glamorgan Building.

A proposal to adopt the accounts for the year ending 28" February 2025 was carried
unanimously.

. Membership Fees

In view of the Society’s strong financial position, the Hon. Treasurer’s proposal to
retain the subscription fee at £15 per annum was endorsed unanimously.

. Election of Officers

A recent invitation to the general membership had not resulted in any nominations and
the existing members have indicated their agreement to serve for another year.
Accordingly, a proposal to re-elect the Committee for a further year was carried
unanimously.

. Parking arrangements

Members appear to have become resigned to having to pay for parking, whether on
King Edward VII Avenue or in the university car park adjacent to the Glamorgan
Building. Payment for either location can conveniently be made using a mobile phone
app, with the University car park (accessible through the RingGo app) being
marginally cheaper.

. Any Other Business

None.

. Date of Next AGM

To be confirmed (April 2026).



