
 

 

CARDIFF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Wallace  
Lecture Theatre of Cardiff University 

Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 5:45 pm 
 

1. Present: 

The President, Chairman and 42 members. 

2. Minutes of the last AGM held on 23rd April 2025 

Approved.  

3. Committee Reports: 

a. Chairman: 

Professor Malcolm Wheeler (MW) welcomed members and reported that the Society had 
enjoyed a very successful session in 2025/26. Meetings have returned this year to the Alfred 
Russel Wallace Lecture Theatre in the Main Building of Cardiff University, though the venue 
for the next session is yet to be determined. We continue to video record the lectures and make 
the recordings available to members. There is now an archival system which will permit the 
viewing of past lectures. 

MW expressed his appreciation for members’ enthusiastic support at the Society’s meetings 
and encouraged them to help recruit new members.  

MW expressed his sincere thanks to Corey Smith (CS), the Honorary Secretary, who has 
returned from maternity leave, for all her hard work and professional expertise. He also 
extended his appreciation to fellow members of the Executive Committee for their enormous 
contributions - David Clarke (DC, Treasurer), Tony Williams (TW, Membership Secretary), 
David Webb (Sponsorship & Advertising Officer), Geraint Williams (Minutes Secretary), 
Carolina Avila-Jones (CA-J, Schools Liaison Officer), Judith Foy (JF, Events Secretary), and 
David Webster. Gratitude was also expressed to Cedric Mumford for his assistance in auditing 
the accounts, as well as to the Society’s sponsors for their continued support. 

Finally, MW warmly thanked the President, Professor Robert Pickard (RP), for his 
outstanding contributions, valued guidance, stable influence, and wise counsel. He noted that 
the new President for 2026-28, which will encompass the Society’s Centenary Year, will be 
Professor John Pickett FRS from the School of Chemistry. We hope to mark the Centenary by 
a programme of special events including a dinner, a special lecture, a visit to the Royal 
Institution in London (subject to confirmation) and a student competition which is being 
organised by CA-J. In addition, a commemorative booklet is in preparation for distribution, 
and members will also receive a celebratory drinks coaster.  

MW announced that after this AGM he proposed to resign as Chairman, a role which he has 
held for more than 12 years. His replacement will be Carolina Avila-Jones, who he was sure 
will do an excellent job. 

b. Secretary: 

Dr Corey Smith thanked members for their continued support and excellent attendance at the 
Society’s lectures during another successful year for the Cardiff Scientific Society.  



 

 

As in previous years, the 2025–26 programme has featured a broad and engaging range of 
topics from gravitational waves and catalysis to volcanic ash and the management of heart 
valve disease. Each speaker brought a fresh perspective, attracting an engaged and enthusiastic 
audience. The Society is also grateful for the continued financial support of the Learned 
Society of Wales, the Institute of Physics, and the Royal Society of Chemistry. We look 
forward to maintaining these valued relationships and to building new connections with other 
societies and organisations in the future. 

In addition, we have continued to record lectures wherever possible. These recordings are 
uploaded to a dedicated YouTube channel, making it easier than ever for members to revisit 
past talks. We will share details of this archive again after the final lecture of the current 
programme and hope it will continue to grow into a valuable resource. 

Looking ahead, planning for next year’s programme - marking the Society’s Centenary - is 
already well underway. An exciting line-up is taking shape, including a special lecture from 
former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Rowan Williams and presentations from the 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, Professor Catherine Heymans, and Cambridge immunologist 
Professor Menna Clatworthy. We look forward to finalising the full programme this summer. 

CS thanked the entire committee for their hard work and dedication over the past year. This 
was particularly appreciated as she returned from maternity leave and resumed the role from 
Dr Yi-Lin Wu, who has since taken up a new post abroad. Organising lectures and ensuring 
the Society runs smoothly is very much a team effort, and she was grateful to everyone for 
their contributions.  

She also extended special thanks to our President, Professor Robert Pickard, whose term 
comes to an end this evening, and to our Chairman, Professor Malcolm Wheeler, who will be 
stepping down from the Committee after tonight’s lecture. His presence and commitment will 
be greatly missed at our meetings. 

Finally, CS looked forward to working with Ms Carolina Avila-Jones, who will take over as 
Chair, alongside our incoming President, Professor John Pickett, as we enter our Centenary 
year. 

c. President: 

Professor Robert Pickard began by thanking MW for his enormous and selfless contribution to 
the Society over many years, noting that a fitting tribute will be made during the Centenary 
celebrations. He also expressed his gratitude to CS for her outstanding work as Secretary. It 
was a great pleasure to welcome Professor John Pickett as the Society’s new President. RP 
emphasised that voluntary work is the bedrock of a civilised society and conveyed his sincere 
appreciation to all those whose commitment and service ensure our CSS’s continued success. 

RP reflected on what he had learned from the Society’s lectures during the last year. Scientific 
societies were very important because it is not the scientist who decides how discoveries are 
applied; it is the wealthy person and the politician, each with their own agendas. The 
Electorate needs to be well informed if it is to identify evidence-based policies, but society is 
not very good at keeping the beneficial applications of technology while rejecting the 
detrimental ones. 

Drawing from his long career in neurobiology, RP noted that honeybees have lived 
successfully in female-dominated societies for 30 million years. By contrast, he argued that 
humans are fundamentally herding animals aspiring to become social.  Their past, 
predominantly male, leadership had been seriously contaminated with selfish, greedy, and 
violent individuals who had inherited a lust for territorial acquisition that had once determined 
reproductive success in caveman times. 



 

 

RP went on to explain that a honeybee colony regulated its population size according to its 
resources, whereas humans regulated theirs through war, disease, and famine. He questioned 
whether this was an intelligent course of action. He further remarked that humans are now 
introducing artificial intelligence to a species that has not yet fully evolved real intelligence, 
and expressed concern about the civil unrest that artificial intelligence might evoke in a 
mechanical world. It is remarkable how quickly humans have become attached to the 
ectoparasite that is the mobile phone! 

RP concluded that every citizen deserved an opportunity to earn a living, irrespective of their 
capabilities: an opportunity to contribute to the greater good. He worried how a future 
mechanistic society will create under-employment and emphasized that in a society, every job 
matters and every life matters. Everyone has a respected part to play in the survival of the 
whole. Darwin teaches us that it is not the strongest of the species that survive, or the most 
intelligent. It is the ones who are most adaptable to change. Unfortunately, complexity 
generates vulnerability because it reduces adaptability in the face of unexpected change. 

d. Incoming President: 

Professor John Pickett (JP) stated that he regarded serving as the President of the Cardiff 
Scientific Society as a great honour and privilege, and that he would occupy this prestigious 
position until March 2028. He noted that this period was especially significant, as it would 
include the Society’s Centenary celebrations, which he described as a landmark moment in the 
organisation’s history. 

He said that he had already experienced the benefit of understudying the outgoing President, 
Professor Robert Pickard, who had led the Society magnificently and with great foresight. He 
also expressed his warmest thanks to Professor Malcolm Wheeler, who had so magnificently 
led the development of the Society’s programme into the Centenary celebrations. He added 
that MW’s service had lasted for 12 very intense years and that he richly deserved a break, 
with other commitments mounting from wider prominent roles in the region. 

He recalled that he first encountered the Cardiff Scientific Society when he presented on 
“Sustainable food production: lessons from agroecology for a new generation of pest resistant 
crops by GM” on 9th December 2015, while serving as Chair of the Advisory Board for 
Cardiff University’s School of Chemistry. He said he had since been greatly impressed by the 
exciting scientific programme, which had been further consolidated by his formal move to 
Cardiff in 2017 to the Chair of Biological Chemistry in the School, and more recently by the 
move to the spectacular building of the Translational Research Hub (TRH) on Maindy Road. 

He stated that he would be working closely with the highly efficient Secretary, Corey Smith, 
and that he enthusiastically welcomed Carolina Avila-Jones, who would take over from MW 
as Chair of the Executive Committee and who had already impressively managed the student 
poster competition as the Society’s Schools Liaison Officer. 

He added that he brought to the Presidency his own enthusiasm for science and its potential 
role in ensuring human existence, health, and environmental preservation, and that he would 
use his Academy roles, augmented by his very recent election to the Academia Europaea, to 
help further develop the scientific programme. 

He concluded by thanking the membership of the Cardiff Scientific Society in anticipation of 
a memorable celebration of the Society’s Centenary year. 

e. Membership Secretary:  

Dr Tony Williams apologised for his absence due to a family holiday overseas. He reported 
that the current membership was 228, comprising 135 paying members (10 fewer than last 



 

 

year) and 93 student members. He reiterated the need to encourage friends and neighbours to 
join as paying members to keep the Society flourishing. 

f. Treasurer:  

David Clarke (DC) began by thanking Cedric Mumford for auditing the accounts for the year 
ending 28th February 2026, which DC went on to present to the meeting.  

Subscription income declined slightly in 2025/26, reflecting a gradual but ongoing fall in 
membership. This shortfall was partially offset by an increase in sponsorship income of 
£1,100. However, a significant rise in expenditure, largely driven by higher lecture costs and 
the purchase of Centenary commemorative coasters, resulted in an overall deficit of nearly 
£1,000 and reduced the Society’s reserves to £6,758.  

A proposal to adopt the accounts for the year ending 28th February 2026 was carried 
unanimously.  

4. Membership Fees 

Given the Society’s weakening financial position and the unavoidable rise in lecture-related 
costs, MW raised the possibility of increasing the annual membership fee from £15 to £20. 
However, considering the relatively low attendance at the AGM, it was agreed that the wider 
membership should be consulted by email to ensure that any significant objections could be 
properly considered. 

5. Election of Officers  

A proposal to re-elect the Committee, with Carolina Avila-Jones appointed as the new Chair, 
was carried unanimously. Following the retirement of MW and the need to replace CA-J as 
Schools Liaison Officer, Dr Elisa Bertolesi (Cardiff University School of Engineering) and Dr 
Sang Soon Oh (CU School of Physics & Astronomy), were proposed and accepted 
unanimously to fill these vacancies. 

6. Any Other Business 

MW encouraged members and their partners to participate in the Society’s Centenary Dinner 
Celebration to be held on Saturday, 12th September 2026 at the New House Country Hotel, 
Thornhill. 

7. Date of Next AGM 

To be confirmed (March-April 2027). 

 


